
 
 
COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
Week of May 19, 2019 
 
Message: Jesus-Centered Renewal 
Bible Text(s): John 15:1-12 
Sermon & Guides: www.reunionoak.com/sermons  

 
LEADER PREPARATION 

• Provide printed copies of the Study Guide, or 
direct everyone to the website version. 

• Note anything from the sermon that is 
relevant for your discussion. 

• Pray for your group’s time together. 
• Have a Bible on hand. 

 
 
OVERVIEW 

God is at work to bring renewal to the places in the world that are worn out, run-down, and broken, and He is 
looking for partners in His renewing work. But we are meant to do this as we remain connected to Jesus, who 
describes himself as The True Vine, and us as the Branches. Those who remain intimately and organically 
connected to Jesus are the ones who will become like Jesus in His life, actions, and character.  

GETTING-TO-KNOW-YOU QUESTION 

Do you have a “green thumb,” or do plants immediately begin to wilt when you are near them? 

READ THE BIBLICAL TEXTS 

Everyone opens a Bible to John 15, and a few volunteers read John 15:1-12 

OPENING PRAYER 

The Group Leader or a Group Member opens in prayer… 

Ask God to show us how He has made us to live our lives in and through Him, and where He is calling us to 
work with Him for renewal in the places and people that He loves. 

GROUP DISCUSSION 

Set a timer to go off 20 minutes before your group time concludes. Bring the discussion to a hard stop 
when the timer goes off so that there’s enough time for Digging Deeper and Closing Prayer. We have 
provided too many questions so that you can pick up this discussion the next time you meet. 

• Where in Oakland do you see beauty, and where do you see brokenness?  
• As we work for the renewal of Oakland, why is it important to remember that we are not the Saviors of 

Oakland? 
• When Jesus describes a vine and fruitful branches, He is describing the original calling of God’s People 

to show the world God’s life and character (see Isaiah 5:1-7). God’s People failed in this calling, but 
Jesus took up their story and fulfilled it. But now, in John 15, Jesus calls us again to be fruitful branches 
as we remain connected to Him. What does this say to you about how God doesn’t give up on us? 

• The fruit of a life that is connected to Jesus is the life and works and character of Jesus. As you think 
about the goodness of Jesus and the brokenness of Oakland, what aspects of Jesus’ life and works 
and character will be good news for people in Oakland? 



• Jesus tells us that His Father, the Gardener, does two things: He lifts up the branches that aren’t 
bearing fruit, and He prunes the branches that are bearing fruit. Which of these branches best 
describes where you are at right now, and how is God speaking to you through this image? 

• When Jesus says, “remain in me,” the word means to abide, dwell, stay connected, or live in. If we are 
in Him, and He is in us, then everything that is in Jesus is in us. What is something in the life and 
character of Jesus that you want to see more of in your own life? 

• Remaining is not passive, it is a very active thing for us to remain connected to Jesus. As we remain in 
Jesus, what does He promise that the Father will do in and through us? 

DIGGING DEEPER 

• For the next 40 days, our church is making 4 commitments as we pursue renewal in Jesus: 
o 1: Once a day, we are taking time to remain in the words of Jesus in John 14-17 

(Reading Plans and Prayer Direction can be found at www.reunionoak.com/remain) 
o 2: Once a day, we are connecting with a Renewal Group of 2-3 others so that we can tell them 

how God is leading us to pray for what’s going on in our life, and leading us to pray for them. 
o 3: For 40 Days, we are practicing saying “no” to something so that we can say “yes” to Jesus 

and His Kingdom. 
o 4: We are going to be transparent with our Renewal Group about any ways that we are 

experiencing obstacles or frustrations in our pursuit of renewal so that they can encourage and 
pray for us. 

• If you are part of a Renewal Group – share what your experience has been like so far. 
• If you need help to connect with a Renewal Group, ask if someone is in a Group that you could join. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

What is God saying to you about your next step in your journey with Him, and how do you need prayer as you 
step into that? 

 

TAKING IT FURTHER 

Book: Secrets of the Vine, by Bruce Wilkinson 

Watch: The Bible Project – Video: Heaven & Earth: https://thebibleproject.com/explore/heaven-earth/ 

 


