
 
 
COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
Week of November 25, 2018 
 
Message: The God Who Sees Me 
 
Bible Text(s): Genesis 16 
 
Sermon & Guides: www.reunionoak.com/sermons  

 
LEADER PREPARATION 
• Supplies: One large sheet of paper & markers, 

or a White Board & Dry-Erase Pens  
• Provide printed copies of the Study Guide, or 

direct everyone to the website version. 
• Note anything from the sermon that is relevant 

for your discussion. 
• Pray for your group’s time together. 
• Have a Bible on hand. 

 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Have everyone share their names, where they are from, and two things from their week – something 
that makes them feel grateful and not grateful.  
 
 
OVERVIEW 
A Group Member reads this brief overview of the message… 
 
God’s New Family is full of people that God is meeting in their pain and abuse, people who will name 
God, and receive a hope and a future. Let’s spend some time focusing on what it means to become a 
new kind of family together. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
The Group Leader or a Group Member opens in prayer… 
 
Pray for God to talk to us right where we are at – whether we want to come alongside someone who 
is hurting, or if we are that someone. 
 
 
OPEN THE BIBLICAL TEXT(S) 
Everyone opens Genesis 16 so that you can reference it throughout your discussion… 
 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION 
Set a timer to go off 20 minutes before your group time concludes. Bring the discussion to a 
hard stop when the timer goes off so that there’s enough time for Digging Deeper and Closing 
Prayer. 

• Someone with good handwriting makes notes on the large piece of paper or whiteboard 
regarding this question: After the weekend’s message, what was new, surprising, or disturbing 



about Abram’s, Sarai’s, and Hagar’s stories? 
 

• Abram and Sarai are later described as the Father and Mother of Faith (Galatians 3:7; Romans 
4:16), but their story includes domestic abuse and owning slaves (Genesis 16:1, 6). When it 
comes to biblical accounts of slavery, multiple wives, and other practices that seem backwards 
and barbaric, why is it important to read the Bible like a series instead of a sitcom? 
 

• God provided resolution for Hagar that was behind her, within her, and beyond her. Behind 
her speaks to how she renamed her pain, and how God had brought her a long way from that 
dark time in her life. Within her speaks to how God literally birthed a new future out of her pain, 
and reframed her story for the next generation. Beyond her speaks to how God wrote Hagar 
into his Story. Of these three kinds of resolution, which one is speaking the most to your own 
life story, and how so? 
 

• (From Galatians 6:2 and Genesis 16:7-14) What are your thoughts on becoming the kind of 
church that doesn’t re-traumatize people; where we help each other to carry life’s burdens? 
Think about how the Angel of the Lord treated Hagar, what does that example say to you 
about becoming a church that treats traumatized people in a similar way? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
The bread and cup of Communion provide a visual and sensory way to understand how Jesus’ 
brokenness meets our own brokenness. Does anyone in the group have ideas for different kinds of 
hands-on, sensory things that people can do in order to reframe a moment from our past in light of 
the cross of Jesus? How could a prayerful, symbolic ritual like this help someone to take steps 
towards their own hope and healing?  
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Pray about each of our unique roles in becoming a new kind of family where people find belonging, 
hope, healing, and redemption. 
 
 
TAKING IT FURTHER 
The Art of Biblical Narrative, by Robert Alter 
 
The Angel of the Lord Episode, by The Bible Project Podcast 
 
Still His: Hope and Healing for Those Who Were Hurt in the Church, by Charlene Feathers 


